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fous document releases have
Teneweq scrutiny of Epstein’srela-
tonships with other prominent pe-
sPle, including former president
Bill linton and former treasury
Larry Summers, whoha-
> denied wrongdoing and said
- they regret their association with
thelate financier
Todd Blanche, the US deputy at-
$9rmey general said Friday'sbatch
OCuments marked the end of
the Trump administration’s plan-
Ned releggeg under a law calling for
all Epstein-related files to be made
1D1IC. The new cache includes mo-
reth~"1n3millionpages,z.ooo videos
and 180,000 images, he said at a
Press corgzgence,

Dhas denied any knowledge
of Epstein’s. crimes, The n:gﬁy
Published fileg included hundreds
of  documents that - mention

¥ D, many of which were collec-
tions of media reports.

The Justice Department said in a

release that some of thedocu-

ments contained untrye and sensa-
against Trum;
The files also included what appeg-
red tobeaZOO:zemaﬂfmm’I‘rump’s
wife, Melania Trump, to Ghislaine
Maxwell, Epstein’s partner and co-
conspirator, about a New York Ma-
gazine piece on Epstein.

Emailsshow Epsteinand Lutnick
made plans to meet for liinch on De-
cember 23, 2012, on Epstein’s Carib-
bean island, Little Saint James.
That morning, Lutnick’s wife Wro-
te to Epstein’s secretary, “We are

heading towards you from St Tho- :

mas” and asked where toanchor”:/
Campaign finance records sho-
wed Lutnick donated $2,700 to Clin-
ton'scampaign, the maximumallo-
wed by law at that time, Ty
Inanotheremail exc) e, Epste-
in and Musk discussed% invita-

tion from Epstein to visit his is-?
land. “The invitation is much app- |

reciated, buta peaceful island expe-
rience is the opposite of what I'm
looking for;” Musk wrote Epstein

on Christmas Day in 2012. Musk sa-’

idhehadbeen “workingtotheedge
of sanity” and asked Epstein if he
bad “any parties planned.”
Epstein replied that he understo-
od Musk turning down the invita-
tion, adding that “the ratio on my
island” might make Musk’s female
companion uncomfortable, witho-
ut elabomtingﬁmhex: “Noonepus-
heqhaxderthanmetohave the Ep-
stemﬁlesmleasedandl‘mglad that
inally happened,” Musk wrote
X “Ihadvezylitﬂemn'%pon-
dence \A’iﬂ\Epstelnanddecliﬁedre-
Peated invitations to 80 to his is-
landorfly on his ‘Lolita Expresg’ >
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Showcasing _
India’s Strengths

»>FromPage1

It will focus on both short-
term economic priorities
and long-term structural
goals, offeringaclearerar-
ticulation of India’s eco-
nomic direction as t.ht? co-
untry moves further into
the second quarter of the
21st century, said the‘pecr
plecited. Thesectionisex-
pected to reflect the go-
vernment'’s broader eco-
nomic vision and pol;cy
priorities amid evolving
global and domestic chal-
lenges, they added.

They said Part B will go
beyond immediate tax
proposalstooutline a stra-
tegic road map aimed at
positioning India more
prominently on the global
stage. The idea, they said,
istoshowcase India’slocal
strengths, current econo-
mic capabilities and futu-
re growth potential, as
wellasthepolicy direction
required to sustain mo-
mentum over the coming
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Trashy Ruminations:

MEA on PM’s Israel Trip
Mention in Epstein Files
R . el g

Our Political Bureau -+

New Delhi: India on Saturday dismissed
a reference to Prime Minister Narendra

ACrirFrtw.._ .

years. “The idea is to lay
out a broader; long-term
vision,” g government of-
ficialtold ET

Themove Comesatatime
when India is confronting
geopolitical uncertainties
amid higher tariffs impo-
sed b)f the US. The govern.
mentlskeentousethebud—
get speech to spell out a
long-term policy state-
ment to reassure foreign
investors. The Economic
Survey, tabled in parlia-
ment on Thursday, called
fora multi-pronged strate-
8y tostrengthen the count-
Iy’s investment climate by
addressing both structural
and cyclical factors, and
promoting the advantages
of stability, macroecono-
mic strength, sustained
growth and market size.

This, it noted, is crucial
as, despite clear govern-
ment intent and proven
economicmanagement,fo
reign direct investment in-
flows have remained below
their potential.

Aggres
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High-profile deals w
momentum. In late D¢
global investment fir1
Group acquired a 50%
ury Taj Aravali Resor

:i\'_idii\/[aintaining
R rinciples |
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BIOOT; 1 pitched for cutting the
. amber of compliance require-

Taipei: Nvitents without compromising
~absolutely”y the effectiveness of regula.
In OpenAl's ons or diluting corporate go-
Ing round, ternance principles.
vestment wi
like” $100 bilyHicAL JUDGEMENT
ecutive  Jerandey said the growing num-
said. eer of initial public offerings

Huang decIPOs)—320 in 2024-25 and 311 in
fy how mutefirst nine months of the cur-
ment will tent financial year—signals
added that ithat issuers increasingly view
bly be “the Indian markets as capable of
ment we've oroviding scale, efficiency, and

“We will dong-term capital.
ticipate in t The impressive growth of va-
of financinrious components of India’s ca-
such a goocpital market also indicates in-
Huang toldcreasing stakeholder trust in
Taipei. “It’sthe marketasan institution.
sure.” While watchdogs, including

. However, Sebi, have been pursuing regu-

portsthath latory excellence, they remain
with the Ch conscious that financial gover-

The chip: nance is as much shaped by cul-
tember any ture as the compliance, Pandey
to invest uj said. “The real ques_tion is no
iy longer: 'is this technically per-

missible?" It is increasingly: ‘is
this fundamentally fair? is this
transparent?isthis in the public
interest?”

“These are not questions that
regulation alone can answer.
They are questions that rest
squarely on professional consci-
ence,” headded.

Many areas of the financial
ecosystem today—such as ma-
nagement estimates, valuation

—are not governed by precise
formulas. “They are govern
by principles, by interpretation,
by judgment. In such an envi-
ronment, technical comphancs
alone is no longer sufficient,
Pandey said.

Against this backdrop, the role
of chartered accountants also
extends beyond just preparing
orauditingfinancial statements
of companies; they need to act
as custodians of trust in the fi-
nancial system, Pandey said.

TECHNOLOGY AND AUDITING
The growing adoption of new-
age technology, he undersco-
red, will transform the profes-
sionbut notreplace judgment.
Technology will bolster au-
ditquality and professional ef-
ficiency. .
“Buttechnology hasitslimit-
s....It cannot replace the hu-
man- responsibility to stand
firm when uncomfortable qu:
estions must be asked,” Pan-
dey said, highlighting the in-
dispensability of continuous
upskilling, and reinvention of'
theaccounting profession.

‘LOWER COMPLIANCE NEEDS'
Pitching for reducing the
number of compliance requi-
rements, IBBI's Mital said the
insolvency watchdog has ro-
ped in the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad (II-
MA) to look at bankruptcy re-
gulations and suggest steps to
reduce them where necessary
tomake compliances easier.
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